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CHAPTER 245 

AFFIRMATIONS ACT
To make general provision for authorising an affirmation to be made

instead of an oath and to provide for ancillary or consequential matters.

(28th June, 1974)*

Enacted by ACT XXXV of 1974.

Short title.1. This Act may be cited as the Affirmations Act.
Affirmation in lieu 
of oath.

2. (1) Wherever by or under any law now in force or by or
under any law hereafter enacted, unless in the latter case such law
otherwise expressly provides, provision is made for the taking of an
oath by any person, if -

(a) such person objects to being sworn and states as the
ground of his objection that he has no religious belief,
or that the taking of an oath is contrary to his religious
belief, or that he has conscientious objection to the
taking of an oath; or

(b) it is not reasonably practicable to administer an oath to
such a person in the manner appropriate to his
religious belief,

such person shall be permitted to make a solemn affirmation (in
this Act referred to as "affirmation") instead of taking an oath.

(2) Where by or under the provision of any law a person is or
may be required to take an oath, any person who may be permitted
to make an affirmation instead shall and may also be required to do
so, and in any such case a failure or refusal to make an affirmation
shall be treated as if it were a failure or a refusal to take the oath.

(3) For the purposes of subarticle (1) the expression
"reasonably practicable" means reasonably practicable without
inconvenience or delay.

Form of 
affirmation

3. (1) An affirmation made instead of an oath shall be in the
like form as the oath instead of which it is made, but for the words
"swear", "do swear" or other words connoting the making of an
oath, there shall be substituted the words "solemnly affirm" with
consequential verbal adaptations where necessary; and the words
"so help me God", if they occur in the form of the oath, shall be
omitted.

(2) Any power given by any law to prescribe the form of an
oath shall include power exercisable in like manner to prescribe the
form of the affirmation which may be made instead of the oath.

Authority to 
receive 
affirmation.

4. Any public officer or other person authorised to administer
the oath shall likewise be authorised to receive an affirmation made
ins tead  o f  an  oa th  and,  in  re la t ion  to  the  rece iv ing  of  the

*See Government Notice No. 439 of 28th June, 1974.


